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3.     The argument that he who cannot create life has no right to
destroy it and that no one can violate another's dharma does not
apply in a case like this. That argument can be advanced only for the
purpose of preventing violence, that is,   cruelty.    It may be  it-
self an act of violence   to advance such an argument to a person
about whose non-violent motives we have no doubt at all,   for it
is likely to confuse the reason of such a person if he is not vigilant
enough and may dissuade him from performing an act of non-
violence.

4.     It is necessary to bear three points in mind in order to under-
stand the non-violence of the act in question: (1) It is ignorance to
believe that every act of killing is violence.   (2)  As  there is vio-
lence in killing,   so also there is violence in inflicting what we
regard as lesser suffering.   (3) Violence and non-violence are men-
tal attitudes, they concern the feelings in our heart.   A slap given
through anger is pure violence,   whereas a slap given to a person
bitten by a snake to keep him awake is pure non-violence.

Many other arguments can be deduced from this. If you
wish to ask me any question exclusively concerning dharma, please
do. You can use this letter in any place and in any manner
you wish to. My only aim in life is to discover dharma, know it
and follow it. I do not wish to breathe a single moment if I can-
not do that.

Vandemataram from

MOHANDAS GANDHI

From a microfilm of the Gujarat!: S.N. 11811

342.   ATROCITIES BT OFFICIALS
A correspondent from Dholka writes:1
Such atrocities should be a matter of surprise, if not in India,
at any rate in Gujarat. It is in the fitness of things that the
Dholka Taluk Committee has undertaken the task of putting an
end to the atrocities of the police. The Congress Committees are
committed to such work. However, it is the least part of the
work of these committees to register a complaint before the collector
or to go to the law-courts and demand justice. However, where
1 The letter is not translated here. The correspondent had stated that an
orphan lad suspected of theft was severely beaten by the police. Farmers were
harassed in order to extort tax. When the incidents were reported to the autho-
rities the people did not come forward to tell the truth.